About the project

Title: SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION IN THE NORDIC RETAIL
SECTOR

The objective of the project is to describe the role Nordic food retailers can play in SCP and to
demonstrate the actions taken by Nordic food retailers in the area of sustainable consumption
and production. In addition the objective is to provide concrete proposals on how Nordic
authorities can facilitate that retailers take the utmost responsibility and contributes directly and
indirectly to increased sustainability.

Background: Sustainable consumption and production is one of the four main focus areas for
the Danish presidency of the Nordic Council in 2010. Current research suggests that retailers
have the potential to play a critical role in stimulating sustainable production and influencing
consumers towards greener consumption and lifestyles. The aim of the project is to survey the
initiatives on SCP implemented by different Nordic food retailers and describe different cases in
the Nordic countries and thereby inspire more action in the retail sector. Another focus of the
project is to examine how Nordic cooperation within the retail sector can be strengthened, what
are the barriers in the retail sector to influence consumers' environmental choices in the stores
and what have been successful initiatives? The desire is to get support from the retail sector to
increase the influence of consumers’ environmental behavior and knowledge.

Scope: The study focuses on the grocery sector in the Nordic countries and on environmental
sustainability issues, although social / ethical issues are briefly mentioned where relevant.
Methodology: The study is based on desk top studies combined with information collection and
interviews of food retailers in the Nordic countries. All the results are presented on the web-page.
The webpage covers:
• The role of retailers in SCP in the Nordic region
• What do retailers do?
• What are the driving forces and barriers for retail sustainability initiatives?
• What can policymakers do?

The project is financed by Nordic Council of Ministers as part of the Danish Presidency in 2010.
The project was managed by Iben Sohn and Mette Lise Jensen, Danish EPA
The project was conducted from June 2010 – January 2011
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Disclaimer: This webpage has been published with financial support by the Nordic Council of
Ministers. But the contents of this webpage do not necessarily reflect the views, policies or
recommendations of the Nordic Council of Ministers.

